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Agenda

13:00 – 13:50 Welcome and Introduction

► Resilience and Crises Call 

► Announcements (Events) 

► Keynote by Thomas Starlinger

13:50 – 14:00 Intro to Matchmaking & short coffee break

14:00 – 16:00 3 Matchmakings rounds

16:00 - 16:30 Ad hoc Networking 
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Resilience and Crises – Call 

Main ideas of the Call – Why do we do this?

 Crises have become more common, uncertainties increase
 Our ability to keep up with uncertainties through resilience 

has not increased, often diminished 
 The fabric of our social and democratic systems has grown 

thinner 
 Post-truthism, the declining trust in democratic institutions 

and the rise of authoritarian mentalities are not mere 
aberrations that will go away by itself  they are the default 
settings of the next decades 

 WWTF call aims to facilitate resilience in collaborations 
between researchers and practitioners. 

World Uncertainty Index

V-Dem Institute Democracy Report 2026
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Main aims of the call 

Crucial for 
funding 
phase 2

Crucial for 
funding 
phase 1

�Advance the scientific and conceptual understanding of societal resilience

��
Develop and strengthen social science-driven methodological capacities to 
anticipate

collaborateestablish
Establishing networks with practitioners to support strong and sustainable 
partnerships between researchers and societal actors 

�
Generate new scientific knowledge that contributes to publications, academic 
theses, and the broader social sciences community

�

Lay the groundwork for actionable solutions informed by research outcomes based 
on interdisciplinary collaboration and involvement of practitioner communities
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Key requirements

• PI&C from the social sciences

• Selected / narrow down the crises to be addressed so actionable results 
are possible

• Interdisciplinarity: Collaboration with partners from other disciplines

• Collaboration with practitioner communities (phase 2) 

• Anticipation exercises of potential future crisis scenarios

• Generation of new scientific knowledge (instead of assembling what is 
already there – phase 2)
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Further Upcoming Events 

- Call Information Session (online) on April 24, 2026 – 10:00-12:00 
-  incl. Q&A (more technical information, submission process etc.) 

- Foresight and Anticipation Workshops
- Wed, Apr 8, 2026, 13:00 - 16:00 In-person event

- Thu, Apr 9, 2026, 09:00 - 13:00 Hybrid participation  online spots available

Links / Registration at 

https://wiki.wwtf.at/books/ess26-resilience-and-crises/page/ess26-resilience-crises-events-LSy 
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Keynote by Thomas Starlinger

- Generalmajor (retired) of the Austrian Armed Forces 
- Adjudant to President VdB
- Defence Minister (2019-2020) 
- Moderator of the Future Operations Platform (Covid)
- Security Policy Advisor to the Austrian Foreign Minister 
- Now: Senior Fellow at WWTF

Keynote: External view call topic based on the personal 
experience of Thomas in diverse contexts – from 
international security to pandemics  
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Risk-Factors / Resilience ... Risk-Factors / Resilience ... 

Society

Economy

Geopolitics

Technology

High
Medium
Low

Risk Categories

Risk Influence / 
System

Risk Influence / 
„Relative“

High
Medium
Low

Disinformation
Migration

Erosion of 
Human 
Rights

Crime

Insufficient 
Social 
System

Decline in 
Health System

Societal 
Polarisation

Inequality

Emerging 
Technologie
s

Cyber-
Threat

Economic Downturn

Source: World Economic Forum / Global Risks Perception Survey 2025-2026

Intrastate 
Violence

Unemployment

Geopolitical 
Confrontatio
n
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Civil Readiness / ”Resilience” (Network) ... Civil Readiness / ”Resilience” (Network) ... 

Source: “Measuring What Matters / National Security & Resilience Index” – PwC at 2026 MSC

Economic Readiness
Economy, Supply, 

Infrastructure

Societal Readiness
Trust, Mobilisation, 

Engagement, Perception

Political-Institutional 

Readiness
Governance, Acceptance, 

Embeddedness

Civil 

Readiness

Resilience is systemic:

• Linked by a complex 
interplay

• Functionality of the whole 
system

Resilience is measurable / 

creates space for:

• Effective 
Learning

• Comparison
• Targeted 

reforms / 
actions

Resilience is a collective effort:

• Integrative Challenge
• Only as strong as its 

weakest link
• Every aspect represents 

a valuable perspective
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Law / Resilience of Critical Infrastructure (EU 2022/2557) ... Law / Resilience of Critical Infrastructure (EU 2022/2557) ... 

Source: PwC 

Enterprises in Austria, which are evaluated as 
„Critical Infrastructure“  § 11 RKE-G / Draft

EnergyEnergy TrafficTraffic FinanceFinance HealthHealth WaterWater

Digital 
Infrastructure

Digital 
Infrastructure

Public 
Administration

Public 
Administration

SpaceSpace Sewage 
Water

Sewage 
Water

FoodFood
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Future Operations Platform – “Interdisciplinary Approach” ... Future Operations Platform – “Interdisciplinary Approach” ... 

Participants from:

• Universities (Medical University Graz / Innsbruck / Vienna; Technical University Graz / Vienna, 
University Innsbruck / Klagenfurt / Salzburg / Vienna; Veterinary University Vienna; BOKU University; 
University for Economy Vienna; …

• Organisations: CeMM; Complexity Science Hub; dwh GmbH, ECO Austria; Economica; Fraunhofer 
Institute, GÖG; IHS; IMP; LBG; ÖAW; Statistic Austria; WIFO; WKO; …

• Ministries: Prime Minister Office; Defence; Economy; Education; Finance; Foreign Affairs; Health, 
Interior; Justice; Labour; Social Affairs; …
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Future Operations Platform – “Interdisciplinary Approach” ... Future Operations Platform – “Interdisciplinary Approach” ... 
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Q & A

 

Contact: 

Michael Strassnig

michael.strassnig@wwtf.at

+43 1 402 31 43 15

Magdalena Wicher

magdalena.wicher@wwtf.at

+43 1 402 31 43 26


